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CONFINTEA 4; Paris 1985
DECLARATION OF THE CONFERENCE

Recognition of the right to learn is now more than ever
a major challenge for humanity.

The right to learn is:
the right to read and write;
the right to question and analyse;
the right to imagine and create;
the right to read one's own world and to write history;
the right to have access to educational resources;

the right to develop individual and collective skills.

The Paris Conference on Adult Education reaffirms the
importance of this right.

The right to learn is not a cultural luxury to be saved for some
future date.

It is not a right that will come only after the question of
survival has been settled.

It is not the next step to be taken once basic needs have been
satisfied.

The right to learn is an indispensable tool for the survival of
humanity.

If we want the peoples of the world to be self-sufficient in food
production and other essential human needs, they must have the
right to learn.

If women and men are to enjoy better health, they must have
the right to learn.

If we are to avoid war, we must learn to live in peace, and
learn to understand one another.

‘Learn' is the key word.

There can be no human development without the right to learn.

There will be no breakthroughs in agriculture and industry, no
progress in community health, and, indeed, no change in learning

conditions without the right to learn.

Without this right there will be no improvements in the
standard of living for workers in our cities and villages.

In short, the right to learn is one of the best contributions we
can make to solving the crucial problems of humanity today.

But the right to learn is not only an instrument of economic
development; it must be recognised as one of the fundamental
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rights. The act of learning, lying as it does at the heart of all
educational activity, changes human beings from objects at the
mercy of events to subjects who create their own history.

It is a fundamental human right whose legitimacy is universal:
the right to learn cannot be confined to one section of humanity:
it must not be the exclusive privilege of men, or of the
industrialized countries, or the wealthy classes, or those young
people fortunate enough to receive schooling. The Paris
conference calls on all countries to implement this right and to
create the necessary conditions for its effective exercise by all, by
making available all necessary human and material resources,
rethinking education systems along more equitable lines, and,
finally, drawing on the resources that have been successfully
developed by various communities.

We urge all organizations, both governmental and
non-governmental, to work with the United Nations, Unesco and
other Specialized Agencies to promote this right on a world scale.

In spite of the great progress in adult education that has been
recorded at consecutive Unesco conferences, in Elsinore,
Montreal, Tokyo and Paris, the chasm has not narrowed between,
on the one hand, the scale and complexity of the problems, and,
on the other, the ability of individuals and groups to find
appropriate solutions.

The Fourth International Conference on Adult Education,
meeting at Unesco Headquarters in March 1985, repeats the
appeal made at previous conferences, calling on all countries,
despite or indeed because of the scale of contemporary problems,
to make a determined and imaginative effort to bring about the
intensive and specific development of adult education activities,
so that women and men, both individually and collectively, can
equip themselves with the educational, cultural, scientific and
technological resources necessary for a type of development
whose aims, requirements and practical procedures they
themselves will have chosen.

This conference recognizes and acclaims the energy and the
trends in human relations that women and their organizations
have contributed. Their specific experiences and methods are
central to the fundamental issues on which the future of humanity
depends, such as peace and equality between women and men.
This being the case, women's participation is essential in the
development of adult education and in plans to bring about a
more humane society.

Who will decide what humanity will become in the future?
This is the question facing all governments, non-governmental
organisations, individuals and groups.This, too, is the question
facing the women and men who are working in adult education
and who seek to enable all people, ranging from individuals to
groups to humanity as a whole, to gain control of themselves and
of their own destiny.
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